Winter 2002-2003 Season Wrapup

The snow network continues to run very smoothly thanks to the effort put forth by snow spotters across
central New York and northeast Pennsylvania. The 2002-2003 winter was one of those extremely busy
and challenging seasons, with above normal snowfall, capped off by a high frequency of mixed snow and
ice events. In some areas, the continual snow pack was measured in feet for much of the winter.

The winter began early with a few rounds of Lake Effect Snow in October, but it wasn’t until November
when the bowling alley of major storms started rolling, seemingly non-stop, through the region. The first
coastal storm moved up the Atlantic seaboard on the 16™ of November providing an ice storm for the
Western Catskills, Mohawk Valley, and eastern fringes of the Susquehanna region. One half to one inch
of icing was deposited, especially over the higher elevations. Except for the three major snowstorms, the
difference between valley and higher terrain snowfall was quite pronounced this year. The first
widespread snowfall of the season to fall over a significant portion of our forecast area, occurred on the
5™ of December where 6 to 10 inches fell over much of northeast Pennsylvania and into portions of the
western Catskills. A little less than a week later, on the 11" and 12", a mixed ice and snow storm swept
through those very same areas. The first of our three major holiday storms was, of course, the Christmas
Day heavy snow which brought a wide range of snowfall amounts to the region. Our snow spotters
reported a band of 2 to 3 feet in the Western Catskills and eastern Susquehanna region, but amounts
rapidly dropped off to 8-14 inches along the [-81 corridor and across northeast Pennsylvania. Lesser
amounts, even down to as little as 6 inches, fell over the far western and northern fringes of the central
Southern Tier and Finger Lakes. Right on the heels of that big storm were the double whammy New
Year’s week storms which invaded the region first with a significant icing on the 1 and 2™ of January,
followed quickly by yet another general 1 to 2 feet of snow on the 3™ and 4™. Thousands of folks were
without power and emergency shelters were activated in many counties and municipalities. Winter kept
on roaring through February with the President’s Day storm, which was yet another strong coastal low
moving up the Atlantic seaboard. This storm produced a snow distribution much like the Christmas day
storm, where heavy snow fell over eastern parts of our region with lighter snow to the west. This is a
typical coastal low snowfall pattern. Late in the season, we were reminded just how far north we actually
do live, as heavy snow fell over parts of the Catskills and Poconos in early March, followed by a
significant early April (5") ice storm which forced counties from the Finger Lakes region to the Mohawk
Valley and southern Tug Hill Plateau to declare states of emergency. Tens of thousands of electrical
customers were without power, in some cases up to a week, and millions of dollars worth of damage was
caused by this icing. Throughout the long, cold winter, the lake effect machine was motoring right along,
and was usually strongest behind the major storm systems as cold air poured in across the big lake.
Several of our lake snow belt stations reported 200-250 inches for the season.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our spotters for a fantastic job this past winter. Your
dedication is extremely valuable to us at the National Weather Service as we attempt to improve the
accuracy and timeliness of our winter weather products. We especially appreciate the many special snow
reports during these heavy snow events that our spotters called in. Keeping the forecasters (like myself)
currently up to date on what’s *really* happening is key to our success in serving and helping to protect
the public.

Respectfully submitted,
Jim Brewster

National Weather Service Binghamton, NY
Precipitation Spotter Network Coordinator



2002-2003 Snow Spotter Data for Central New York and Northeast Pennsylvania

WINTER 2002-2003 ELEV OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR SEASON
OSWEGO
SANDY CREEK 250 0 25 31 104 26 18 8 211
ONEIDA
FORESTPORT 1000 5 29 35 53 28 19 17 184
POINT ROCK 1000 1 28 38 91 48 19 7 231
WESTERNVILLE 4 26 37 69 39 13 8 197
SYLVAN BEACH 940 0 16 26 31 43 8 5 128
STOKES HILL 1820 T 24 33 57 40 19 10 182
BOONVILLE 0 17 37 63 21 12 13 162
WESTERNVILLE 1350 0 15 26 66 35 16 14 172
CAMDEN T 24 39 88 41 15 4 210
HOLLAND PATENT 590 0 13 31 48 28 11 5 137
HOLLAND PATENT 0 18 40 47 27 14 7 152
KIRKLAND 720 3 21 52 54 49 16 13 207
YATES
STARKEY 1400 0 6 17 17 15 8 2 65
PENN YAN 0 9 39 4 23 10 4 129
SENECA
WILLARD 490 0 0 21 14 13 7 3 57
TRUMANSBURG 750 0 7 27 34 21 14 0 103
ROMULUS 0 5 22 31 17 9 4 88
CAYUGA
UNION SPRINGS 1010 0 5 13 22 13 8 2 62
LEDYARD 850 0 8 18 25 15 9 0 74
AURELIUS 520 0 8 24 35 16 8 4 95
MORAVIA 0 11 26 24 11 8 6 86
AUBURN 0 11 M 32 35 0 0 78
ONONDAGA
LIVERPOOL 1430 T 14 42 33 35 10 2 135
BALDWINSVILLE 0 22 52 51 M M M 124
NW

SKANEATELES 0 15 45 37 33 14 4 148
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M = DAILY OR MONTHLY DATA MISSING. USE SEASONAL DATA WITH CAUTION.
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